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What’s going on throughout the Areas of the American Association of the Order of Malta  

 

INSPIRATION FROM THE AREAS AND THE ORDER OF MALTA WORLDWIDE 

 

New York Area: NYC Area Staffs the Malta Aid Station for Canonization 

Over the course of the last 2 months, the American Association has provided volunteer 

staff for Malta first aid stations at various major basilicas in Rome as part of the Year of 

Mercy. Some of our NYC Area members have been part of the 9 teams serving during 

this time. More is scheduled to be written about the experience in the Fall edition of 

the Hospitaller, but we are proud to note that some of our NYC area volunteers were 

privileged to be assigned to the aid station in St. Peter’s Square on the day of Mother 

Teresa’s canonization. Among the NYC Area volunteers this summer were Dr. Saad 

Jazrawi, Dr. Michael Espiritu, Fuad Habba, Raul Vidal, Valerie Lettan, Lauren Andree 

AUX.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MN Area:  Reprinted with gracious permission from the newsletter of the MN Area. 

 On Saturday, July 30th Minnesota Area Order of Malta Knights and Dames attended 

a mass celebrated by His Eminence Raymond Cardinal Burke at the Shrine of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe in La Crosse, Wisconsin. The Cardinal Patron of the SMOM, Cardinal 

Burke is also the founder and patron of the Shrine and his high regard for beauty and 

tradition are evident in the edifices and liturgical celebrations therein.  

 

Cardinal Burke invited the Minnesota Area Members of the Order to participate in the 

processional and recessional for the Saturday noon mass. In a brief message before 

beginning his homily, Cardinal Burke warmly welcomed the Knights and Dames of the 

Sovereign Military Order of Malta to the Shrine and proclaimed that this would be the 

first of many occasions for the Order to visit the Shrine.  
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The majesty and solemnity of the liturgy was 

deeply inspiring. When mass was concluded, His 

Eminence greeted each Knight and Dame 

personally after which his secretary presented 

each member of the Order with a rosary blessed 

by the Cardinal. Subsequently, Cardinal Burke 

proceeded tirelessly to greet every member of the 

attending congregation, issuing many kind words 

and blessings. His humility is exceeding.  

 

Members of the order in attendance included Knights Steven Hawkins, Robert Hanten, 

Raymond de Souza, Britt Noser, and Chris Hipp and Dame Dorothy Guanella. Several 

auxiliaries of the Order were also present. 

 

Two Smiles and a Healing - By Larry Pavlicek 

A year or so ago a routine chest x-ray showed a few glitches in my lung tissue a CAT 

scan later confirmed were the early stages of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, a 

progressive disease, considered incurable, with widely varying estimates on life 

expectancy. So when my friend and Dame of Malta Anne Marie Hansen, invited me 

on the Order’s August pilgrimage to Our Lady of Good Hope in Champion, Wisconsin, 

it brought to mind the Yiddish expression, “It vouldn’t hoit, might help.” But even 

though Our Lady of Good Help, the only approved Marian Apparition site in the U.S., 

has been the site of healings and other miracles, I knew to leave expectations behind 

simply look forward to a peaceful, quiet time of recollection. 

 

Which is what I would have done but for the spiritual and emotional issues that came 

along for the ride. Without going into gory detail, ever since I returned to the Catholic 

Church there have been snags that kept me from embracing the Blessed Mother. It 

wasn’t that I disagreed with Marian dogmas. Immaculate Conception? Of course! 

Virgin Birth? Fersure! Bodily Assumption? Certainly! But devotion and intimacy with 

Mary? Not so much. I simply couldn’t let down my guard and allow her to get close to 

me. Knowing I’d have to resolve this difficulty at some point, visiting a place where she 

appeared seemed like a good place to start. 

Leaving expectations behind is a good idea when visiting Our Lady of Good Help. As 

an approved apparition site (and now a national shrine), the chapel and grotto are, 

well, a little underwhelming. Anyone expecting magnificent mosaics, an abundance 

of gold leaf, or astounding artworks are in for disappointment. While the entire grounds 

reeks of the sacred, its architecture is similar to what you’d find in simple country 

churches throughout central Wisconsin, a theme that continues to the apparition site 

beneath the chapel. Despite row after row blue and white candles lining every wall 

and the display of canes and crutches attesting to miraculous healings, unregenerate 

souls such as mine cannot ignore exposed plumbing, plain  
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asphalt floor tile, and pews that have seen better days. Then there is the statue of Mary 

herself, her face showing a faraway look that, instead of inviting intimacy, reinforced 

her holiness and my own sinfulness. 

 

I neither floated from the grotto nor felt let down. A visit to sacred space, no matter 

how unimposing, is an act of faith and an occasion for prayer that God will honor. But 

something unique happened when, going from the grotto to the chapel, I stopped at 

the altar rail before another statue of the Blessed Mother, one far different from the 

one in the grotto. 

 

This figure, commissioned by the local bishop and recently completed, portrayed Mary 

as visionary Adele Brise likely saw her - golden blonde hair, soft blue eyes, and the fair 

complexion of a northern European maiden. Normally waspy portrayals of Mary, Jesus, 

and the Saints aggravate my sense of historical correctness, but I was drawn to kneel 

at the railing and contemplate her face. 

 

The image is stunning, lifelike, amazing for portraying such softness, kindness, and 

tenderness. Unlike other statues of Mary, this one makes eye contact, giving one a 

sense of the Blessed Mother’s complete, unconditional acceptance. The longer I 

stared into the face, the warmer and more lifelike it appeared until I imagined her lips 

were moving. Knowing this was my imagination at work, I couldn’t help asking, “Are 

you trying to tell me something?” I wasn’t expecting another apparition, or to hear 

any audible voices but in those moments a single word entered my mind: 

consecration. 

 

Total consecration to Jesus through Mary wasn’t new to me but it was something I’d 

avoided for years. Having given my life to Jesus years ago, consecration through Mary 

seemed redundant and like allowing a third party into my most cherished relationship. 

These thoughts continued churning in my mind even as I basked in the warmth, 

serenity, and acceptance the Blessed Mother’s image portrayed. It was hard to deny 

there was some kind of message in play, but what to do about it had me at a loss. 

 

Like Peter, James, and John on the mountain with Jesus, I’d have been willing to camp 

out in the chapel, but sensed after several minutes it was time to go. On the way out I 

met Anne Marie and told her of my experience at the altar, confessing I didn’t know 

what to do about it. She lost no time shepherding me to the Shrine’s bookstore where 

she bought me a book on Marian consecration. Okay, I thought, looks like step one’s 

in place. But back at the hotel while thumbing through the book, I wondered what I’d 

gotten myself into. I was deluged with second thoughts that night and they continued 

into following morning and lasted until the final pilgrimage Mass. 
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As the Knights, Dames, and Malades filed into St. Francis Xavier Cathedral in Green 

Bay, we were directed to pews to the far left. Settling into a seat near the front, I 

kneeled to pray and happened to look up at a statue of St. Therese, the Little Flower. 

And there I saw it again; the smile I’d seen the day before in all its warmth, kindness, 

and affirmation. After looking away and returning several times with the same effect, 

it was evident what was happening. The day before the Blessed Mother delivered a 

message; that morning at Mass, the Little Flower confirmed it. 

 

Healing takes time but it’s undeniable the process began for me on that pilgrimage. 

The wounds that stowed away for the journey haven’t ached as much and my 

reservations about the Blessed Mother have morphed from angry resistance to the 

simple question, “I don’t get it; help me out here.” Time will tell where it will lead, but 

entering the third week of consecration to Jesus through Mary, it’s been an adventure 

fraught with plenty of new insights and a number of little healings. I cannot thank Anne 

Marie and the Order of Malta enough for making it possible. 

 

News from Around the World: 

MOHAMMAD BIN ZAYED MEETS POPE, DISCUSSES BILATERAL RELATIONS AND TOPICS OF 

IMPORTANCE TO HUMANITY UAE values Pope Francis’s efforts to confront violence and 

extremism, Mohammad says 

 

Vatican City: His Highness Shaikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of 

Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, has said 

consolidating efforts for peace, security, stability and development in the world is one 

of the UAE’s main objectives. It stems from its core belief that achieving peace and 

security is a prerequisite for reaching comprehensive and sustainable development 

for all people of the world. 
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Speaking on the occasion of his visit to the Vatican on Thursday, Shaikh Mohammad 

said the UAE, under the leadership of President His Highness Shaikh Khalifa Bin Zayed 

Al Nahyan, does not hesitate to participate actively with the international community 

in all that is pertinent to achieving security, stability and development, as well as in 

promoting the values of peace, coexistence and justice in different parts of the world.   

 To continue reading please follow the link below: 

http://gulfnews.com/news/uae/government/mohammad-bin-zayed-meets-pope-

discusses-bilateral-relations-and-topics-of-importance-to-humanity-1.1896477 

Seventy-First Session of the UN General Assembly: 

On September 20, the Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the United 

Nations hosted a Ministerial Side Event entitled “Upholding the Responsibility to 

Protect: The Role of Religious Leaders in Preventing Atrocity Crimes,” along with the 

United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect and  

The Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Simon Adams, Executive Director of the Global Centre for the Responsibility to 

Protect, whose family immigrated to New Zealand due to the violence in Northern 

Ireland during his childhood, explained the Responsibility to Protect is a promise that  

http://gulfnews.com/news/uae/government/mohammad-bin-zayed-meets-pope-discusses-bilateral-relations-and-topics-of-importance-to-humanity-1.1896477
http://gulfnews.com/news/uae/government/mohammad-bin-zayed-meets-pope-discusses-bilateral-relations-and-topics-of-importance-to-humanity-1.1896477
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heads of State and Government made through a 2005 resolution to defend all 

populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against 

humanity. 

“Despite a near universal acceptance of the Responsibility to Protect, in many conflict 

situations, religious intolerance is still used to divide the human family and to foment 

violence,” Adams said, noting the atrocities and genocide ISIS is committing against 

Yazidis, Christians and other religious and ethnic minorities. 

Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Secretary of State to His Holiness Pope Francis, said in his 

keynote address that the major world religions are peaceful and are not the cause of 

atrocity crimes. 

“There is a risk of falling into the 

temptation of misunderstanding or hiding 

the real cause of these despicable 

actions by attributing the cause to 

religion,” he said. “Religions are not the 

cause of these ills, which result instead 

from some political, geopolitical and 

economic interests, and from the desire 

for power and domination.” 

 

 

 

 

 
 


