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1. Separation of Church and State — but not church and society.

2. Our founders wanted the church to speak as a moral voice — not the
only one —in and to our society. Thus we address the moral content
of political issues — from abortion to the arms trade, from physician-
assisted suicide to welfare reform, from the welcoming and
protection of immigrants to international nuclear disarmament and
peaceful means of resolving conflicts rather than resorting to arms
and outright war.

3. Church voices must stay on the level of principles — e.g. the dignity of
the human person and not endorse candidates for political office.
“The Church must in no way be confused with the political
community nor bound to any political system, FOR SHE IS A SIGN
AND SAFEGUARD OF THE TRANSCENDENCE OF THE HUMAN PERSON.
(GS # 76)

a. In their proper spheres, the political community and the Church are
mutually independent and self-governing, yet by a different title,
each serves the personal and social vocation of the same human
beings. She also has the right to pass moral judgements, even on
matters touching the political order, whenever basic personal rights
or the salvation of souls make such judgements necessary.

b. For example, Pope John Paul Il exhorted President George W. Bush
not to wage war against Iraq and Pope Leo XIV calling for an end of
the war with Iran and resolving conflicts using peaceful means.

4, Pope Saint John Paul Il is perhaps the most “political” pope ever — he
puts the teaching of the church in this domain into practice.



In Chile, 1987, after the terrible oppression of the Pinochet regime:
“...the church must cast the light of the Gospel on all temporal
situations, including political activity so that society will increasingly
manifest those moral and ethical values that reveal the
transcendental character of human beings and the need to protect
their inalienable rights.” (Included here is the principle of the
salvation of souls — also, abortion and euthanasia, for examples)

He spoke at the UN in 1979 and 1995 — Some people assert that
church people should stay in the sanctuary, both Catholics and
especially non-believers who find the intervention by religious bodies
in the political domain a threat.

His address each January to the ambassadors of many countries to
the Holy See.

Examples in our country:
Ministers who denounced the slave trade

MLK Jr. and the Civil Rights Movement — would the movement have
succeeded without the involvement of churches?

Steven Carter: The Culture of Disbelief — “The religions, for all their
arrogance and sinfulness, can often provide approaches to the
consideration of ultimate questions that a world yet steeped in
materialistic ideologies desperately requires.” (p.273)

USCCB (United Conference of Catholic Bishops) + Synagogue Council
of America + United Council of the Churches of Christ often
collaborate on Capitol Hill on issues affecting human dignity, such as
housing, care for the frail elderly and welfare reform. In all this/ one
sees the effort to make sure that human dignity and therefore
human rights, are respected.

Some say, “Let the free market (economy) take care of people.”



a. Centesimus Annus, p. 82, #42 “Speaking about Capitalism:
Capitalism must be circumscribed within a strong juridical framework which
places it at the service of human freedom in its totality.”

b. Examples of abuses of unrestrained capitalism: Pollution of the
atmosphere and rivers and lakes, or eliminating protections for workers —
one of our priests told of a worker who lost a finger in a press. The manager
had removed all protective devices and told the victim that he would hand
him over to immigration if he went to OSHA. (Occupational Safety and
Health Administration)

7. Pope Leo XIV on nuclear disarmament and arms in general:

a. “The Church has spoken for years against all nuclear weapons, so
there is no doubt there. And so | simply hope to be listened to for the value
of God’s words,” Leo said to the press outside the papal villa of Castel
Gandolfo before returning to Rome after a daylong stay there, two days
before a scheduled meeting with U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio.

“I always believe that it’s much better to enter into dialogue than to look
for arms and to support the arms industry, which gains billions and billions
of dollars each year, instead of sitting down at the table solving our
problems and using money to solve humanitarian issues, hunger in the
world, et cetera,” he said.

In @ message to Bishop Alexis Mitsuru Shirahama of Hiroshima, Pope Leo
wrote in 2025, “True peace demands the courageous laying down of
weapons — especially those with the power to cause an indescribable
catastrophe.

"Nuclear arms offend our shared humanity and also betray the dignity of
creation, whose harmony we are called to safeguard.



The pope's message was sent as people gathered from around the world to
solemnly mark the 80th anniversary of the U.S. bombing of Hiroshima Aug.
6, 1945, and Nagasaki Aug. 9, 1945. “Despite the passing of the years, those
tragic events remain a universal warning against the devastation caused by
wars, and in particular by nuclear weapons," the pope said. "l hope that in
today's world the illusory security based on the threat of mutual
destruction will give way to the tools of justice, the practice of dialogue and
trust in fraternity."

194. (Magnifica Humanitas) Military arsenals are receiving renewed
attention. In the past, recognition of the threat posed by weapons capable
of destroying all of humanity had promoted paths toward détente and
disarmament negotiations. Unfortunately, this approach has been left
behind, and the evolution of nuclear arsenals — including the prospect of

III

its “tactical” use — makes the use of such weapons seem less improbable.
In this context, the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, which
came into force in 2021 with the support of over seventy countries, is an
important step. However, it risks remaining largely symbolic since the
major nuclear powers have not agreed to it. This has led to the widespread
yet erroneous belief that nuclear deterrence is an indispensable
prerequisite for security. This has also contributed to a new arms race,
which is hard to control and accompanied by the gradual dismantling of
nuclear reduction agreements, as well as the development of
“miniaturized” weapons, that make their use seem like a more viable

option.

8. Finally, the church along with other voices of conscience/ has not only
the right but also the duty to speak to the moral content political issues as
safeguards of the inestimable dignity of every woman and every man.



